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Executive Summary 
 
The report sets out the attainment and progress of key groups of pupils who are at 
risk of underachievement in Lancashire schools at the end of Key Stages 2 and 4 
in 2011. The results have been analysed at Lancashire level and show progress 
over the past three years.   
 
Recommendation 
 
The view of the Education Overview and Scrutiny Committee are requested 
regarding the performance of the identified groups of underachieving pupils in 
Lancashire schools. 
 

 
Background and Advice 
 
The attainment of pupils in Lancashire is consistently above the national average at 
the end of both Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 4. There are, however, a number of key 
groups of pupils whose attainment remains low and whose rates of progress have 
been below the rate of progress for other pupils. These groups have been identified 
as being at risk of underachievement and include pupils eligible for Free School 
Meals, pupils from Bangladeshi and Pakistani backgrounds and pupils with Special 
Educational Needs.  
 
The following report sets out the levels of attainment and rates of progress for pupils 
eligible for FSM and of Pakistani/Bangladeshi heritage at the end of Key Stage 2 and 
Key Stage 4 comparing their performance with previous years' data. The report also 
reviews the progress made by pupils with Special Educational Needs in Lancashire. 
There is currently no national data available for the progress made by the groups of 
pupils we have identified. 
   
 



 
 

 
Key Stage 2 (Results are set out at Appendix "A") 
 

• In 2011 the attainment of pupils eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) at the end 

of Key Stage 2 increased in Lancashire by 3%  compared with 2009 but it 

remains well below the average for pupils who are not eligible for FSM. The 

increase in attainment in Lancashire was greater than the increase nationally but 

Lancashire's performance remains 2% below the national average. 

 

• The progress of pupils eligible for FSM improved in 2011 at a faster rate than the 

rate of improvement for all pupils but remains below average.     

 

• The proportion of Pakistani heritage pupils reaching level 4 or above in both 

English and mathematics at the end of Key Stage 2 rose by over 5.5% whilst the 

performance of all pupils rose by around 1.5% 

 

• The progress of Pakistani heritage pupils improved in both English and 

mathematics in 2011 and their rate of progress in English was better than that of 

all other pupils.  

 

• The attainment of Bangladeshi heritage pupils rose substantially in 2011 with an 

increase of 10% in the proportion of these pupils reaching Level 4 or above in 

both English and mathematics. 

 

• The progress of pupils of Bangladeshi heritage increased in 2011 and was better 

than the rate of progress for all pupils in both English and mathematics. 

 

•  The rate of progress made by pupils with Special Educational Needs increased 

in both English and mathematics in 2011 but remained below the national  and 

Lancashire average for all pupils. 

 
Key Stage 4 (Results are set out at Appendix "B") 
 

• In 2011 the attainment of pupils eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) at the end 

of Key Stage 4 increased in Lancashire by around 1%  compared with 2010 but it 

remains well below the average for pupils who are not eligible for FSM. The rate 

of increase in Lancashire was below the increase nationally and Lancashire's 

performance is 4% below the national average for this group of pupils.  

 

• The progress data for pupils eligible for FSM indicates that their performance 

rose in English and remained the same as the previous year in mathematics. It 

was, however, well below the progress of all pupils. 

 
 



 
 

• The attainment of pupils from a Pakistani background fell when compared with 

2011. The progress data for this group of pupils also indicates that their 

performance fell in English and mathematics. The progress in English was 

however, above the national average for all pupils whilst the progress in 

mathematics was 3% below average.  

 

• The attainment of pupils from a Bangladeshi background increased when 

compared with 2010. The progress data shows that their performance improved 

in both English and mathematics with a substantial increase in mathematics on 

the previous year. The rate of progress was above the national average for all 

pupils in mathematics and well above average in English.  

 

• The progress of pupils with Special Educational Needs rose substantially in 

English and increased very slightly in mathematics. The levels of progress in both 

subjects was well below the average for all pupils. 

 
Consultations 
N/A 
 
Implications:  
N/A 
 
Risk management 
 
There are no implications for risk management arising from this report.  
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